What is the Cloud?

chriskranz 278 posts since
Aug 26, 2008
I've been having a few conversations with various different people over the past few months
about the Cloud phenomenon that is currently sweeping the industry, and it's an interesting
term and concept. It seems nicely packaged up by a lot of service providers and outsourcing
agencies, but it is a lot more than that.

| see the Cloud as stepping up from DR and BURA and move into fully automated Business
Continuity. This has nothing to do with external service providers or outsourcing the IT
infrastructure, this has to do with how the whole business works. Again, this is more than
just keeping the data and systems running. | have a lot of customers that go to a lot of
effort to put in a very reliable and proven DR infrastructure, but they have no-where for their
employees to work from!

| wanted to post this here as a general open question. What does Cloud Computing and
various Cloud terms mean to people out there in the real world? Is anyone seriously looking
into it? There's been a lot of press coverage of Cloud systems that have had catastrophic
failures, so is it really something to trust and put all your faith into? Is it just a buzz word and
a good marketting term in our current economy? Is there anything that NetApp Engineering
could possibly give insight into what NetApp could offer as Cloud services at the storage
level?

Open to any sort of input or discussion here, so please post your thoughts!
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Jay Kidd recorded a good video that covers some of the Cloud stuff provided with the
new VMware vSphere release and NetApp MetroCluster. I'd love to get a more technical
background to a lot of the points covered in this video.
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The best stuff I've seen on this recently comes from Mike DiPetrillo (one of my blogs in my
RSS feeds....gotta love NetNewsWire)....starting with this post...

http://mwww.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/03/the-cloud-is-kicking-my-butt.html

And several more since then...

http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/03/is-virtualization-required-for-the-
cloud-to-work.html

http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/04/vmwares-cloud-strategy.html

http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/04/cloud-computing-in-plain-
english.html

http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/04/the-five-defining-characteristics-of-
cloud-computing.html

Good stuff | need to reread actually....
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Hi Guys!

Generated by Jive SBS on 2009-11-21-07:00


http://communities.netapp.com/docs/DOC-2868
/people/amiller%40dnscoinc.com
/people/amiller%40dnscoinc.com
/message/10091#10091
http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/03/the-cloud-is-kicking-my-butt.html
http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/03/is-virtualization-required-for-the-cloud-to-work.html
http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/03/is-virtualization-required-for-the-cloud-to-work.html
http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/04/vmwares-cloud-strategy.html
http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/04/cloud-computing-in-plain-english.html
http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/04/cloud-computing-in-plain-english.html
http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/04/the-five-defining-characteristics-of-cloud-computing.html
http://www.mikedipetrillo.com/mikedvirtualization/2009/04/the-five-defining-characteristics-of-cloud-computing.html
/people/k_madikiri
/people/k_madikiri
/message/10248#10248

What is the Cloud?

Interesting PPT from SNIA explaining Cloud computing and the related terms.

http://www.snia.org/education/tutorials/2009/spring/applications/
AshvinKamaraju_Cloud_Storage_Introductionsv16.pdf

regards

Kiran
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Hi Kiran,

Thanks for posting. I'm curious about the feedback and what else is happening at SNIA.org
regarding cloud computing?

Terri
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